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Sports: 

Local teams end 
season in substate

See page 4 for more details

By SARAH WEBER
Co-Editor

 
IRETON — A friendly greeting and big-city Italian flavors 

await patrons that visit Trattoria Buon Gusto. The restaurant 
is located on Main Street in Ireton, a town with a little more 
than 600 people.

Owner and head chef Jose Lozano-Munoz and wife 
Angelica opened their restaurant a year-and-a-half ago 
and continue to offer fresh and unique Italian dishes to the 
northwest Iowa community.

The move from Chicago to Ireton came from a family 
connection, Jose said. “We were visiting my wife’s cousin 
in Ireton, and I saw the town didn’t have a restaurant, and I 
thought it was a chance to live my dream.”

The name Trattoria Buon Gusto means “not fancy good 
style,” and that is precisely what they deliver.

Jose has 23 years of experience in Italian kitchens. “I started 

CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO

as a dishwasher in a kitchen in Chicago, and learned and 
worked my way through the kitchen.”

Walking into the restaurant, a photo frame at the entrance 
highlights Jose’s years in the food industry.

His years of training and love of food has Jose creating 
signature sauces, fresh seafood dishes and authentic Italian 
cuisine that “feels like a big city restaurant,” he said, but in 
a small town.

And, having a year-and-a-half start helped Jose and 
Angelica continue to weather the storm as COVID-19 
reshaped the landscape of restaurant businesses. “When 
we had to close, we offered take-out, food and drinks, and 
we were thankful to the loyal customers that continued to 
order and kept our kitchen running,” said Jose.

The restaurant has reopened, offering dine-in options, 
and continues take-out options.
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 Fresh  
Italian Cuisine 

Fostering 
kindness is a way 
of remembrance
By SARAH WEBER
Co-Editor

 
In 2013 the Elgersma 

family suffered an 
unimaginable loss, 
of daughter Autumn, 
at the tender age 
of three. And while 
Autumn is gone, she 
isn’t forgotten, as 
the community that 
loves her continues to 
celebrate her birthday 
uniquely.

“Every milestone, 
those are very 
hard days,” said Jen 
Elgersma, Autumn’s 
mother. Approaching 
what would have been Autumn’s fourth birthday, July 14, 2014, 
Elgersma wasn’t sure how she was going to handle it. “I had a 
lot of anxiety, knowing that day was coming up.” But the Sunday 
before that first milestone birthday, “we decided to throw her 
a birthday party, we sent texts to friends, ordered pizza and a 
bouncy house, and everyone came.” She didn’t want it to be a sad 
day, “it was so good to see the joy the kids had that day; it was so 
joyful.”

She remembers putting something on Autumn’s Caring Bridge 
website on that first birthday without her, “I asked people to do 
something nice for someone else, buy a coffee, pay for a drive-
through.” And the community took off with the idea. “We got 
multiple texts from people with what they did that day.” Elgersma 
said one text read, “my action for Autumn was…..and when I read 
that a light bulb went off in my head, and I knew it was going to 
be her thing, a way to remember her.”

Elgersma Family
Phil, Jen, Faith and Jared Elgersma on 
a recent trip to the Black Hills in South 
Dakota. (Photo Submitted)

Kids vendor fair set 
for Orange City Market

ORANGE CITY—The Orange City farmers 
market will have a fresh young set of 
vendors on Saturday, Aug. 1. Miranda 
Fahrenbruch, one of the organizers 
of the market, announces that 
ten youth vendors, ages 15 and 
younger have signed up to share 
their goods with the community. 
“We will have new baked items, 
wooden crafts, flowers, water color 
paintings, jewelry, homemade play 
dough, produce, and more, all made by youth in the area.” Market 
opens 10 a.m. Saturday morning and runs until 1 p.m. Photos 
of available items will be available on the Orange City farmers 
market facebook page up until the day of the market.

By DOUG CALSBEEK
Co-Editor

SIOUX COUNTY — As 
face-to-face court services 
resumed in Sioux County 
District Court, a Wednesday, 
July 22, order from the Iowa 
Supreme Court provided 
policies and procedures for 
safe and fair resumption of 
jury trials in Iowa. Jury trials 
are expected to resume 
beginning on September 14.

The order builds on 
safeguards put in place by 
a Thursday, July 9, supreme 

court order issued to guide 
judges, attorneys, parties and 
all court employees as courts 
resumed face-to-face services.

“This is another measured 
next step as we resume more 
face-to-face court services 
throughout the state,” Iowa 
Supreme Court Justice 
Matthew McDermott said. 
“Jury trials are guaranteed 
by the Constitution and are 
essential to providing justice 
for Iowans. These procedures 
are intended to protect the 
health and safety of our 
citizens as they resume their 

critical duties as jurors.”
It’s very early in the process, 

said Deb Fishcer, Sioux 
County clerk of district court. 
“We’re still working towards 
all those goals.” said Fischer, 
as her office prepares for the 
resumption of jury trials.

Justice McDermott chaired 
the Jumpstart Jury Trials Task 
Force, judges, attorneys and 
court personnel from Iowa 
who consulted with public 
health experts and county 
officials to develop the 
policies and procedures.

The supreme court 

postponed jury trials and 
nearly all public, in-person 
court services in March to 
protect public health and 
safety due to the COVID-19 
public health emergency.

In-person court services 
resumed in most counties on 
Monday, July 13.

Fischer said procedures 
will be organized on a “case-
by-case basis.” Individual 
judges will adapt courtroom 
procedures as they see fit, as 
well.

Procedures are told for jury trials
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