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By SARAH
WEBER
Co-Editor
[Editors note: this
story is a combination
of
reporting
and
opinion. It offers a look at
international thought on a controversial practice.]
I wrote an editorial last week in my attempt to digest the
masking debate. With strong opinions on either side of the
issue, I have no conclusive solutions, but instead, decided
to ask friends around the globe what masking culture looks
like to develop a more well-rounded picture. I wondered
how masking is going, what are the general feelings around
masking, and if masking was part of the culture before
COVID-19. I have a few friends who work for agencies that
don’t want their name published, so I chose to leave names
out, this is just a snapshot.
Stateside, I asked friends circling the states about masking
in their areas.
My friend in Chicago said there is a city-wide mask mandate,
and they are required at all times in public places. “Even in
restaurants, you only can take it off eating, but then it has to
go back on, even sitting at your table.” Chicago also has a list
of states where you have to self-quarantine for 14 days if you
travel to or from. Iowa is currently on the list.
My friend in Utah said her family wears masks anywhere
they go into public. She said, “teachers are wearing clear face
guards at school, and kids are required to wear masks as well.
She said, “Most people don’t mind wearing them, but hate
requirements that they have to wear them.”
My friend in California, living in L.A., said, “Most everyone
wears a mask everywhere.” He explained people social
distance pretty strongly, adding, “The other day I forgot my
mask and was just walking outside, and I walked by someone,
and they moved on to the street to avoid me.” He said politics
play heavily into masking, and there are pockets of people

asserting freedoms and
refusing
to
mask.
Another L.A. friend
confirmed masks are
the norm. “Stores that
wouldn’t normally sell
masks now have them
available, and you see
people selling them all
over on street corners.”
My friend in New Orleans
said, “Everywhere I go, people
are wearing masks, and I don’t
feel like there is much pushback.”
But she adds, “I live in the suburbs
and can’t speak to other areas, as we
haven’t been out too much.”
A friend in Jacksonville, Florida,
confirmed their mayor mandated
masks July 30, and they have become
commonplace in the area. Many businesses
are still closed or limited in capacity, and this
friend is single and working from home. He expressed
frustration at the length of isolation and the toll it takes on
his mental health, having very little natural interaction for
such a long, extended period of time.
My friend in Maine offers a unique perspective. She said
Maine is doing an excellent job at keeping COVID-19 at bay,
so much so, she said, “The articles we read can still track
where and how the spreads happened.” Her husband works
for Walmart, which requires masks. She said local schools
screen each student that enters the building. They chose to
homeschool versus the hybrid schedule in the schools. My
friend’s daughter passed away from a heart condition several
years ago, and this experience has caused her to relive much
of her illness, “Where a common cold would send her to the
E.R.” She said can’t quite understand “Why people are so
unbothered about deaths among high-risk people,” because
one of those would have been her daughter.
My New York friend said, “people in New York are pretty
diligent, for obvious reasons.” This friend is an avid traveler.
She observed, “You could tell when a place had been hit
hard, Amarillo, Salt Lake City, everyone was suddenly wearing
masks,” adding, “I traveled to Oklahoma City and no one there
was masking.”
I also polled friends living around the globe.
My friend living in Amsterdam presents perspective, born
and raised in Missouri, but now raising her family on another
continent. She says, “We have traveled all over Europe, even
during coronavirus some, and I think things are different
in Amsterdam that the rest of the area.” Asking around, she
said, “masking isn’t popular, and only required on public
transportation,” adding, “the culture here is different, I wear

Sports:
Dutch dominate
home tournament
See page 6 for more details

Agency participates
in food program
AREA — Mid-Sioux Opportunity, Head Start, Early Head Start
child-development programs are sponsoring the Child and
Adult Care Food Program.
Meals are provided without regard to race, color, national
origin, sex, age or disability, according to the announcement.
Child-care participants who are members of the Iowa Food
Investment Program or food-assistance households or who are
Head Start participants are automatically eligible to receive
meals at no charge.
Adult-care participants who are members of food-assistance
households or who are Supplemental Security Income or
Medicaid participants are also automatically eligible to receive
the benefit of meals at no charge.
Meals are available at no separate charge to children or adults
enrolled in the following care centers: Orange City Head Start;
Sioux Center Head Start; Sioux Center Early Head Start; Child
Development Center in Hawarden; Rock Valley Head Start; Le
Mars One, Two and Three Head Start; Le Mars Early Head Start;
Akron Head Start; Rock Rapids Head Start; Cherokee One and
Two Head Start; and Ida County Community Preschool.
Eligibility guidelines are effective through June 30, 2021.
For example, a household of four is eligible for reduced-price
meals with a monthly income of $4,040. Eligibility for meals at
no charge for a family of four is $2,839.
For more information, contact Mid-Sioux Opportunity in
Remsen by phone toll free at 1-800-859-2025 or locally at 712786-2001.

CONTINUED ON PAGE THREE

College resets
Dordt professor seeks state senate seat enrollment best
By SARAH WEBER
Co-Editor

SIOUX CENTER—Jeff Taylor,
professor of Political Science
at Dordt University, is running
unopposed for the state
senate seat, formerly occupied
by Randy Feenstra.
Taylor grew up in Spencer
and attended college at
Northwestern
College
in
Orange City. Working at various
colleges and universities in the
midwest, Taylor last worked at
Jacksonville State, in Alabama,
while obtaining his Ph. D. “We
missed the midwest, and when
an opportunity to return to
the midwest presented itself,
I began working at Dordt,
where I have been for the last

eight years.”
Taylor is married to Shirley,
who is the director of the
LeMars public library. They
have two children, Jane, a
junior at Unity Christian High
School, and David, a sixthgrader at Orange City Christian
School.
“I have always
PEOPLE
been interested
OF
in politics, I
remember at age
ten,
following
the presidential election, and
the Iowa caucus,” Taylor said.
Taylor has been a Republican
Party activist in Clay County,
and worked closely with Chuck
Grassley and Terry Branstad,
and thought one day, “I could
be in a position where I could

seek elected office and serve
people and serve God in
that way.” However, Taylor
thought his time had passed.
It wasn’t until Randy Feenstra
announced his intention to
run for Congress that Taylor
revisited the idea.
“I am friends
with Randy, I
reached out when
he announced,
and he said he
would vacate his seat whether
he won or lost the race,”
Taylor said. “I met with Skyler
Wheeler, he wasn’t interested
in the position, I met with local
business leaders, and I got a
positive reception over the last
nine months.”
Taylor is facing the election

Sioux
County

JEFF TAYLOR
unopposed. “It was a nice thing
not having an opponent in the
primary; I was surprised and
grateful for that situation.”
He considers himself a
constitutional
conservative.
CONTINUED ON PAGE FIVE

ORANGE CITY — For the second consecutive year,
Northwestern College has set enrollment records. This fall’s
enrollment is 1,546, more than nine percent greater than last
year’s record of 1,412.
The school’s previous record had been 1,342, set in 2006.
This year’s figures include the largest-ever number of
graduate students — 461, an increase from 351 last year.
That includes a cohort of 24 students in Northwestern’s new
master’s program in physician assistant studies as well as new
records in the Master of Education program.
“To achieve record-breaking enrollment during a pandemic
is immensely gratifying,” says Tamara Fynaardt, Northwestern’s
vice president for enrollment and marketing. “We’re finding
that due to their COVID-impacted education experiences
last spring, undergraduates are more eager than ever for
the highly personal, stand-out classroom and campus life
experience Northwestern offers. And, our graduate programs
continue to exceed expectations, with programs like our
master’s in physician assistant studies attracting more than
400 applications for next year’s spots.”

