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Teams advance 
in post season

See page 8 for more details

By JANINE CALSBEEK
Correspondent

PASADENA, CA  – A Tony nomination!
It required a circuitous path. This happens often: an 

actor moves from her long-time home and stage to 
start something new… and she gets called back for an 
audition.

But Cora Vander Broek had more than an audition back 
in Chicago. She was cast in Linda Vista and performed the 
show in Chicago, then Los Angeles – and finally, last fall, on 
Broadway.

And on Thursday, Vander Broek won a Tony nomination.
Her Christian roots tell her to hold onto her humility, she 

said. But she’s thankful. She’s celebrating. She will delight in 
that virtual awards ceremony later this year. 

“Then I’ll put it away,” she said, and get back to work.
“Never a straight line”

Vander Broek spent her early years in Honduras, where her 
parents Tom and Diane worked for Mission Aviation Fellowship. 
She returned to her mom’s hometown for 8th grade, then spent 
9th in Honduras with her family and their newly adopted little 
boy, Michael. Back at MOC-Floyd Valley High for her last three 
years, Vander Broek knew one extracurricular that she could 
do – she had loved the skits that teachers introduced in Ahuas. 

“Theatre was a place where I belonged.”
Todd McDonald and Gail Marincovich were “beautiful 

mentors” at MOC-FV High, and she starred as Emily in Our 
Town.

Then she majored in theatre at Northwestern. Her mom had 
asked Northwestern’s Karen Barker to give feedback to Vander 
Broek prior to high school speech contest, young Cora knew 
Jeff Barker from church and she got acquainted with Keith 
Allen. She longed to be rooted, and NWC’s theatre program 
was excellent.

She graduated with an NWC theatre major in 2000.
She remembers a talk with Karen Barker. “Maybe I should 

minor in teaching, just in case.”
Barker: “Do you want to teach?”
“No.”
“What do you want to do?”
“I want to act.”
Barker’s confirmation was a gift, a life-changing moment, 

Vander Broek said. ‘It was clear that she believed in me,” which 
gave her permission to believe in herself.

She headed to Chicago. Instead of graduate school, she 
learned by acting in small storefront theatres there, and at The 
School at Steppenwolf, a 10-week acting-intensive program.

She worked her way into Chicago theatre, she married 
a fellow actor, she earned accolades for her performances. 
According to a reviewer in The Chicago Tribune, Vander 
Broek “seems to improve every ensemble in which she finds 
herself. (She is) funny, self-aware, self-effacing, passionate and 
unflaggingly honest.”

But, in those 15 years, she had never acted in the prestigious 
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Steppenwolf or Goodman theatres.
After transitioning to work in Los Angeles in 2015, however, 

she got a call from her Chicago agent. The Goodman Theatre 
wanted her to audition. It went swimmingly. Vander Broek 
was the loosest she’d ever been in an audition, she said, 
and she was cast, in Rebecca Gilman’s Soups, Stews and 
Casseroles: 1976. Tracy Letts saw that performance, and 
asked her to audition for the part of Jules in Linda Vista. The 
world premiere of Linda Vista was in Steppenwolf.

It’s a curvy journey, “never a straight line,” said Vander Broek.
Messiness

Vander Broek knew of Tracy Letts. She’d seen his work, they 
had friends in common. 

“Here I am in LA,” she said, and she was called back to 
Chicago. 

“But it’s Steppenwolf. It’s Tracy Letts.” Plus she read the play 
and loved it, “especially I loved Jules.” 

It’s a complicated, dark and beautiful play, said Vander 
Broek. A middle-aged man, Wheeler, played by Ian Barford, is 
recently divorced, and trying to find his way. “He’s not well, 
and not behaving well. He’s not happy person. He’s a boy in a 
man’s body.”

Letts courageously wrote the play prior to the #MeToo 
movement, Vander Broek said. But his main character fits, 
wreaking havoc in relationships, especially romantic ones. It’s 
hard to watch.

“It’s a study on toxic masculinity, a study on ‘can a person 
of a certain age change?’ Can someone who is broken evolve 
and grow? Can there be grace for him?” It’s a study of the 
human condition.

Vander Broek’s character, Jules, is a life coach whose college 
major was happiness. She’s buoyant, Wheeler’s cynical. But 
there’s a “surprising and beautiful connection.” 

Of course, Jules and all of the characters “are complicated 
and flawed, trying to find their way.” Jules is a caretaker to an 
extreme, verging on unhealthy.

Wheeler is “woke” – he’s aware. He’s intelligent, likable and 

By SARAH WEBER
Co-Editor

ORANGE CITY — Born in 1935, Nancy 
Riggan grew up in Bode and made her 
way to Sioux County in 1970, moving to 
Orange City when her husband took the 
position as an English teacher for MOC. 

Words and language always interested 
Riggan, but the road to published work 
started slowly. Riggan received her 
bachelor’s degree from Northwestern 
College after moving to Orange City. “My 
husband then decided to get his masters 
in Vermillion, and he said I should go with 
him, so we went to college and got our 
Master’s degree together.”

Riggan taught two years but then 
focused on being a mother to her four 
children.

And when she had time, she wrote 
poetry.

Her interest in poetry first came in grade 

school. “I first learned to write poetry in 
school, I had a good English teacher in 
high school, and I think that is where I 
first found I enjoyed writing,” she said; her 
writing process is simple. 

“A line will hit me, sometimes lying in 
bed, and I have to turn on the lamp and 
write it down right away,” she said. “I often 
start with just a line or two, and other lines 
follow in time.”

She tends to write fictional poetry. 
“People don’t always think of poetry as 
fiction, but for me, things make more 
sense and come together when they are 
fiction.” But over the years, she wrote on 
a variety of “different things, all of which 
have been so fun.”

One of her favorites appeared in Lyrical 
Iowa in 1998.

Having the Last Word
In ‘35 Elvis, and Sonny and I
came alive, three bouncing babes.

Were there vibes to indicate
what fate had in store for
this trio of infants
Debuting in the Depression?
Elvis defined “legend,” while
Sonny’s beat went on
From his home to the House.
In my case the limelight,
The spotlight, the flashbulb light
All failed to appear, and here
I sit, undiscovered, unknown.
But there is a silver lining
To this unjust situation. Their fame
Lives on, but they don’t. Perhaps 
Drawing breath is the top reward,
Worth more than gold records
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Merchant trick or treat 
canceled for 2020

ORANGE CITY — The Orange City Chamber in conjunction 
with the downtown merchants have made the difficult 
decision to cancel our Downtown Merchant Trick or Treat event 
that was scheduled for Saturday, Oct. 31 in downtown Orange 
City. The decision to cancel this event was made by taking into 
account the recommendations from the Iowa Department 
of Public Health and Community Health Partners related to 
Halloween activities, the current situation in Sioux County, and 
an abundance of caution for the general public and the staff of 
our downtown business community.

The Orange City Chamber Merchants will be working with 
the Orange City Arts Council to provide treat bags for their 
drive in movie night to be held on Saturday, Oct. 31. Watch for 
more details to come.

We look forward to bringing back the Downtown Trick or 
Treat event in 2021! 

For more information please visit www.orangecityiowa.
com/chamber

Local named Iowa 
Superintendent of the Year 

STATE — Russ Adams, 
Superintendent of 
the MOC-Floyd Valley 
Community School District, 
has been named the 2020-
21 Iowa Superintendent 
of the Year by the School 
Administrators of Iowa.

“I am honored to have 
been nominated for 
consideration as the Iowa 
Superintendent of the Year, 
and even more honored to 
be selected.  It is an absolute blessing to serve in the MOC-
Floyd Valley District with our great board, dedicated team of 
educators and awesome students and families!” expressed 
Adams.

Prior to becoming superintendent in 2013, he served as high 
school principal in the district beginning in 2003. He began his 
career as a business education teacher and coach at what was 
then Southern Cal Community School District in Lake City. A 
graduate of the University of Northern Iowa with a bachelor’s 
degree in business education, Adams also earned his master’s 
in education administration from Drake University and his 
superintendent’s certification from Iowa State University. 

SAI Executive Director Roark Horn said, “Russ is an 
outstanding choice to represent his peers and the state as 
Iowa’s Superintendent of the Year! He leads from a servant 
mindset and his actions show how much he truly values the 
people in his organization and the students they serve. He is 
always future-focused and proactively leads when taking care 
of the district’s needs.”

He was nominated by his peers and selected for the award 
by a committee of Iowa superintendents. Administrator of 
the Year award recipients will be honored at SAI’s Annual 
Conference next summer. He will also represent the state in 
the National Superintendent of the Year Program sponsored 
by AASA, The School Superintendents Association.

SAI, a statewide organization founded in 1987, represents 
more than 1,800 Iowa educational administrators. SAI’s mission 
is to support, encourage and develop Iowa’s educational 
leaders and learners.Local poet reflects on 60 years of published work

Acting nomination boosts career 

CORA VANDER BROEK
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