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Sports: 

Knight girls punch 
state ticket

See page 8 for more details

By SARAH WEBER
Co-Editor

ORANGE CITY — Pipestone 
Veterinary Clinic is rebranding 
the companion animal side of 
their brand. Dr. Laura Vander Stelt 
explains the change. 

“The name Pipestone doesn’t 
say anything about the care we 
provide companion animals. We 
want to provide clarity for our 
clients and have a dedicated 
brand specifically for companion animals.”

The new name will be Family Animal Care. There will not be 
staffing changes but a dedicated team operating exclusively 
under this new name. “Family Animal Care will begin March 1. 
We will have new signage, new colors, and a new logo. We plan 
to paint, and the area will look a little different, more fun for 
our companion animals and their families.” 

The new Family Animal Care logo represents the caring, 
compassion and kindness the companion animal clinic strives 
for in everyday care. The paw print in the logo holds a heart, 
representing one of their core values, caring. The four paws 
represent the additional core values: commitment, growth, 
teamwork, and integrity. 

The companion animal clinic will remain a part of the 
Pipestone family, but with a name that properly demonstrates 
the care the staff have been demonstrating for years. 

The clinic will be adopting, “Animal Care by People Who 
Care” as their new mission statement to further show the 
commitment the staff have to your family, whether it be your 
two- or four-footed family members.

Family Animal Care will provide preventative care, surgery, 

and dental care for companion animals, along with a line of 
pet food, flea and tick products, and heartworm prevention.

“We are constantly striving to better the clinic. Since joining 
Pipestone, we have added new lab machines, a digital x-ray 
machine and are still adding to the services we provide. We 
hired an additional technician, striving to be a place where 
our animals received service in a timely manner and in the 
best way possible,” Vander Stelt said.  

Another addition to increase customer service, the clinic 
added a drive-thru window for quick service. “The drive-thru 
is used mostly for large animals, but small animal clients can 
use it as well. When a car rides over the black bar, someone 
in the clinic is alerted to come to the window. We hope it is 
another way we can make care convenient for our client base.”

The clinic will continue interior updates over the next 
month, and a new sign will be posted sometime in March.

“We love to care for our companion animals; the whole 
team is so compassionate and caring toward all pets. We love 
our jobs and love working with our clients and their pets.”

By SARAH WEBER
Co-Editor

ORANGE CITY — Samantha Winn 
serves  as an area coordinator for Moms 
in Prayer International, working to have 
every school covered in prayer. 

Winn grew up in Pennsylvania and lived 
in Ohio, Washington, D.C., and Omaha, 
Neb., before moving to Orange City. She 
attended the Cedarville  University  in 
Cedarville, Ohio, and graduated in 1992 
with a math education degree. She received 
her master’s in human performance 
systems and certificate in instructional 
design. “I worked in a university  peer 
tutoring center, public school, Christian 
school, college classroom, homeschool, 
and as  a cook in a school kitchen, and 
each prepared me well for the role I am in 
now,” Winn said. Adding, “I have had a lot 
of experience in educational settings to 
understand the need for prayer in every 
school.” 

Prayer is central in Winn’s life. “I remember 
seeing an announcement  about a mom’s 
prayer group, In 2011, once my kids were 
all in school, I  decided to join.” She also 
recalled hearing a radio program  about 
Moms in Touch (now known as Moms in 
Prayer). Winn looked into the organization. 
She discovered prayer sheets with a 
specific outline  and Scripture  and found 
the process “really powerful.” She adds, 
“I had this voice in the back of my head 
telling me I should look into it and bring 
the idea to the prayer group, so I did.”

Initially, the group used the prayer 

sheets for a few months. Rachel Raih, 
former area coordinator,  reached out to 
Winn to encourage her to  register the 
group with Moms in Prayer officially. 
“Registering a group would allow others 
looking for a group to be able to find your 
group. It also ensures you and your group 
will be covered in prayer.” Raih accepted 
the position as state coordinator for 
Mom’s in Prayer and left a vacancy in the 
area coordinator position. “The position 
was vacant for a while, and filling  it all 
happened in God’s timing,” Winn said. 
She was working as a para at Orange City 
Christian Schools. “I loved my job, but I felt 
strongly that I wasn’t supposed to return. 
I turned in my intent not to return the 
next school year, and a week later, I got 
a call asking me to pray about the area 
coordinator position for Plymouth, Sioux, 
and Lyon County.”

As area coordinator, Winn is now 
working to ensuring every school is 
covered in prayer. 

In the Orange City area, several groups 
have formed. “Moms in Prayer has this 
desire to have every school and child 
covered in Prayer, and we do that by 
gathering Christian women together to 
pray. Not every woman has to be a mom; 
they just have to have a heart for  Jesus 

and kids.” 
One group meets at Dover Church at 

noon on Wednesdays. “It is mostly women 
from the church, who pray for grown 
children and for OC elementary, MOC-
FV middle school and high school, and 
Northwestern College.”   Any woman who 
wants to pray for one of these schools is 
welcome to join them. OCCS has a group 
that meets on Thursday mornings. “We 
are blessed to have a grandmother in that 
group, too. Though some prayer requests 
are specific to OCCS. We pray for students 
at OCCS, MOC-FV, and homeschool,” 
Winn said. A Unity Christian group meets 
on Tuesdays at noon and prays for the 
students and teachers at Unity. Another 
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Local vets office releases 
NEW name, SAME commitment  to care

Devotion to prayer led to a career

NCC selects next president
In a unanimous decision the 

Northwest Iowa Community 
College Board of Trustees 
approved the hiring of Dr. John 
Hartog III of Boyden, as the 10th 
president of NCC. The decision 
was announced during the 
Board’s regularly scheduled 
meeting Monday, Feb. 22.

Dr. Hartog is the current NCC 
Vice President for Student and 
Academic Services, a position he 
has held since 2011. Prior to that, 
he had served as President of 
Faith Baptist College and Seminary, Ankeny. Over the course 
of his 18 years at Faith Baptist, he held a variety of other 
administrative roles including that of a Program Director, the 
Dean of the Seminary, the Academic Vice President, and the 
Provost.

Adam Besaw, President of the NCC Board, stated, “Dr. Hartog’s 
education, experience, and passion for the College’s mission 
made him a natural choice. We were lucky to have a candidate 
of Dr. Hartog’s caliber ready for the next step in his career. As 
a Board we are excited and confident that he will provide the 
right energy, expertise, and collaborative leadership for NCC.” 
Besaw continued, “With 10 years of experience at NCC as Vice 
President of Student & Academic Services and over 28 years of 
experience in higher education, Dr. Hartog exemplifies a deep 
understanding of issues facing students and higher education 
and a vision for the future. Northwest Iowa Community 
College will continue to grow and be a great resource to our 
communities under Dr. Hartog’s leadership.”

Dr. Hartog holds an MA from the University of Minnesota 
in Classical and Near Eastern Studies and a PhD from Central 
Seminary in Systematic Theology. He has completed the 
coursework for a PhD in Educational Leadership and Policy 
Studies at Iowa State University. He has several other degrees 
and a number of recognitions.

Hartog succeeds Dr. Alethea Stubbe who is retiring June 30, 
2021. Stubbe has been president of NCC since May 2011 and 
retires with 32 years in higher education, of which 30 of those 
years were at NCC.

Keep Iowa beautiful 
with pick-up program

STATE — With spring approaching join Iowa communities in 
Pick-Up Iowa. The program is part of Keep America Beautiful’s 
Great American Cleanup—the nation’s largest community 
improvement program. It is estimated 20,000 communities 
participate nationwide.

“Your community may participate by cleaning up litter and 
trash along Iowa’s roadsides, neighborhoods, streets, school 
grounds, parks and streams,” said Kevin Techau, Keep Iowa 
Beautiful Executive Director. “We work best when we work 
together,” Techau added, “encourage you community mayor, 
city council or county supervisors to proclaim several days or a 
week as pick-up your community.”

Anyone can participate. Cities, community and civic 
associations, schools, church groups, clubs, neighborhoods, 
families, businesses, scouts and others can organize their 
members and plan and participate in Pick-Up Iowa.

Pick-Up Iowa will be held March 26th to June 30th, 2021 on 
any dates that work for your organization. To participate you 
must register your group/organization before March 12, 2021 
at https://www.research.net/r/PickUpIowa_2021_SignUp

Registered participant groups are eligible for a limited 
supply of free cleanup supplies such as bags, grabbers, safety 
vests and gloves donated by Keep Iowa Beautiful.

SAMANTHA WINN

Dr. John Hartog III


