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New staff leads at the
Prairie Winds Event Center

By SARAH WEBER
Co-Editor

ORANGE CITY — Prairie Winds Event Center has a new
general manager and assistant manager.
Jess Kuehl began as general manager in October of 2021.
Kuehl graduated from Hawkeye Community College, in
2009, with an associate’s degree in applied arts and graphic
communications. She moved to Orange City ten years ago
with her husband. “My husband is from Hartley, and we
wanted to move closer to family,” she said.
She worked in Orange City, gaining experience in customer
service, event planning, coordination, graphic design, arts,
and entertainment. The skillset proved to be just what
she needed to step into the general manager role. Before
accepting the position, she worked as the assistant manager,
at the event center, since November 2020. “I worked
alongside Wesley Ruden, the previous general manager, for a
year. He taught me the ins and out’s of the wedding industry
and event business from the Prairie Winds perspective. We
have a great friendship, and he is still a great resource for me,”
Kuehl said.
Kuehl “enjoys the challenges of working different events
and bringing joy to everyone, making their day special. I

appreciate all our staff; we have a great environment to work
in,” she said.
The most challenging part of the job is also the most fun,
“Making the space different for every event, and finding ways
to meet the specific needs of each client to create a unique
experience for each event.”
She enjoys spending time with her husband, Kody, and
daughter Charlotte and their two dogs and cat in her free
time.
Danielle Zuidema joined Kuehl as the assistant manager in
November of 2021.
Zuidema moved to Orange City in 2011 and attended
Dordt University. She graduated in 2015 with a degree in
agricultural business. She worked in her field of study but
found more enjoyment working in customer service and
retail, so she shifted her career focus.
“So far, there has been a lot to learn, but we are in a sort
of off-season, so it is good timing. It is amazing to see all the
little things and all the effort that goes into events before
they even happen and how long it takes to physically set up
the entire building. It will be interesting to see how it will go
in the summer when we have back-to-back events booked.
Kuehl confirms the event center already has 30
weddings booked for the 2022 season. “Right now, it is an
unprecedented time for weddings; more
are being booked since the wedding
boom in the ’80s,” she said.
Booking an event at Prairie Winds, clients
will see “a cost-effective space with great
customer service and attention to detail.
We work with a variety of vendors and can
help in every step of the way to make your
special day effortless.”
For a stress-free wedding, Kuehl
recommends “booking a wedding
six to ten months in advance, and
communication with the event center and
all your vendors all the time. Ask lots of
questions and keep communicating. The
least amount of surprises on event day,
the better. Communication is the key to a
successful day.”

Associate Christian formation dean retires
from Northwestern College
By SARAH WEBER
Co-Editor

Sioux
County

PEOPLE

ORANGE CITY — Barb Dewald,
OF
associate
dean
of
Christian
formation, announces her 2022
retirement. Dewald began at Northwestern College in 1995, and,
reflecting, she “credits God for the many ways he shaped her life
and brought her to where she is today.”
Dewald grew up in rural South Dakota and graduated from
the University of South Dakota with a business and counseling
degree. “I was involved in Inter-Varsity Christian fellowship,
several interdenominational Christian organizations and really
loved ministry, but at that point didn’t know what my role in
ministry would look like, she said, adding, I didn’t desire to be a
preaching pastor in a church, which at that point in time was my
only lens for professional ministry.” At the time, she thought she
was on her way to becoming a high school counselor.
But that changed with her first job as an admissions counselor at
USF in Sioux Falls, S.D. Dewald is a self-described ‘lifelong learner,’
the job offered her the opportunity to be involved in ministry and
academics and to further her education. She then changed roles
to student life development. “The role had me working on what
I like to call whole person discipleship; I was walking alongside
young people in all areas of college life.”
USF was associated with a seminary, and Dewald began

taking classes. “I planned to
supplement my counseling
degree with some courses, a
friend of mine recommended
that I take an Old Testament
course. I loved it and never
looked back,” she said.
While she didn’t intend on
completing a Masters of
Divinity degree, a mentor
stepped in and gave her a
piece of advice, something
that stuck with her. “He asked
me if there was a reason why I
wouldn’t want to get my MDiv, and I said I didn’t know if I needed
it. He then said to me, ‘you will always be in ministry no matter
where you go or what title you have with it.’ She took that advice
and ran with it, many years later also completing a Doctorate in
Ministry in spiritual formation and leadership.
When a position opened at Northwestern College for director
of student ministries, God again forged a path for Dewald. “I
remember getting a call from a friend encouraging me to apply.”
She wasn’t sure if it would be a long-term fit, “but I decided to
listen and pray about it and be obedient. My life is God’s story,
and I am just a piece of it.”
CONTINUED ON PAGE 15
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Sports:
Dutch wrestler wins
tourney weight
See page 9 for more details

Updates planned
at Town Hall
By SARAH WEBER
Co-Editor

ORANGE CITY — With the Tulip Festival Night Show returning
to Town Hall, considerable updates are planned to create the
same inviting space patrons have come to expect of the night
show experience in Orange City.
Director Todd Vande Griend is working with the Tulip Festival
committee to bring exciting changes to the space.
“The entire stage will see a face-lift. The proscenium of the
stage will change, and most of the curtains will be removed
to create a larger stage and better viewing angles.” The stage
extension will return but with updates. A new sound system
and lights throughout will bring the town hall production to a
level it hasn’t been before.
And comfort will be a big priority. “The space will be airconditioned, and every individual will be in a comfortable
padded seat,” Vande Griend adds.
The space is surprisingly large. “Town Hall can hold the
same amount of people as previous productions,” said Jenon
Scallon, Tulip Festival Committee co-chair.
The most dramatic changes are in the seating arrangement.
“The seating floor will be carpeted, and curtains will surround
the space, controlling sound and further creating a theater
environment,” Vande Griend said.
“Tiered seating will be built, creating optimal viewing angles
for every seat in the house. The main floor will have seven rows,
divided into four sections. And there will be ten rows of tiered
seating, with nearly 700 available seats in total.
“We are trying very hard to give Town Hall an intimate
community theater feel. Once you step foot in the space, it is
going to feel totally new and improved, creating a completely
new experience,” Vande Griend assures.
The remarkable thing about the updates, they will all be
removable and stored for future use, so Town Hall can continue
to be a multi-use space.
“High-quality night show productions take place year after
year because of the dedication of festival volunteers. We are
always impressed with the willingness of so many who give
their time and skills, and as a committee, we are excited to
partner with Tulip Festival night show volunteers to make
these improvements possible. We know festival guests will be
impressed by the experience,” said Scallon.
Ticket sales begin on January 17. Tickets are $25 each and
are available at octulipfestival.com or the windmill chamber
office building.
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