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ORANGE CITY — In 2016, a family trip to Alaska inspired Shay 
Davis to bring community and mission work to the men of 
Trinity Reformed Church in Orange City. In Alaska, he took the 
opportunity to run with sled dogs, and it was a life-changing 
experience, one he wanted to find a way to bring to others. 
“Our men’s ministry team had visited Coldwater as a part of 
the boundary waters canoe trip, and I remember seeing an 
advertisement for the Gunflint mail run. I talked to the people 
in charge at Coldwater about what it would look like to come 
up and serve during that time.” In January 2017, a group from 
Trinity went to Grand Marais to assist at the Gunflint mail run; 
and Trinity has sent a group every year since. 

The Gunflint mail run is a continuous race consisting of two 
legs of equal distance separated by a mandatory layover. Dog 
sledding has been a part of the Gunflint trail for years and the 
race honors that history. 

A quick trip, the 2022 group left January 7 at 6 a.m. and 
returned January 9 at 8 p.m., two full days of travel to serve at 
a 15-hour event; it’s a big weekend.

Davis explains, “Coldwater Foundation is a ministry we 
served with. Their mission is to serve people with outdoor 
experiences that promote life change and maturity. 
Coldwater is a faith and leadership development organization 
committed to the practice of experiential discipleship, and 
they are committed to building a culture of young people 
equipped, empowered, and inspired to live a gospel-centered 

life serving God and serving others.”
The trip is intense. Trinity took six men, and this trip added 

an additional three from a church in Wisconsin. “The travel 
provides a great opportunity to fellowship with other men 
from the church and to form new relationships. We take our 
time and enjoy the journey.”

John Buntsma was another participant this year and shared 
some reflections. “As our trip took us past the waters of Lake 
Superior and the cliffs on the shores, the general revelation of 
God’s creation is apparent.”

Davis says that it “is difficult to give an outline of exactly 
what the group does because we are there to assist in anything 
that any of the teams need.” The group is introduced to the 
volunteer teams, and they assist in bringing the sled teams 
to the line, Davis is responsible for anchoring the sleighs. The 
eight and twelve sled teams run two laps on a course that is 
either 65 or 100 miles long, but this year, the trip was 37 and 
65 miles long due to a problem on the course. 

“Falling down or being knocked down by an eager dog is 
all part of it. You have so many layers on that falling in thick 
snow is no big deal. It happened to everyone, and we are 
instructed to simply roll out of the way,” Buntsma explained. 
He added, “It is a reminder that we all fall down in one way or 
another.” Anchoring the sleighs, “Shay provided some pretty 
remarkable falls,” Buntsma said.

After the race, Buntsma remarked on a winner of the eight 
dog race. “She won by a large margin. Before going back to 
her staging area, she went with each dog, called it by name, 
said kind words, and gave out hugs and scratches.” Reflecting, 

he noted the lesson in that. “After working hard, we all like 
to be rewarded, but we shouldn’t forget to bless those who 
helped us.” Buntsma also noted how well the dogs were 
cared for and also how eager they were to pull. “There is no 
question these dogs love to pull the sleigh they are hitched 
to and the musher who steers it. They will bark, yelp, whine, 
push and leap until they have the opportunity to pull the 
sleigh.”

Returning home from another successful trip, Davis 
reflects. “The trip provides the opportunity to build 
community in a very different way. We help the community 
of Grand Marais, and in turn, grow closer together in a 
relationship.” 
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Sports: 
Dutch boys come 
from behind on 
saturday

See page 8 for more details
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SIOUX COUNTY — Joel Sikkema began as the assistant county 
engineer in June of 2020, and with the recent retirement of the 
Doug Julius at the end of 2021, has now stepped in as Sioux 
County Engineer.

Sikkema grew up in a small town in Ontario, with around 3300 
people. Dordt University brought Sikkema to the area for the 
first time. “I liked the small-town atmosphere; it seemed to be 
a good fit for me,” he said. He graduated in 2009 with a degree 
in engineering and business and received his master’s and a 
doctorate in engineering from Iowa State.

Before working full-time as an engineer, Sikkema returned to 
Dordt as a professor and director. “I taught a wide range of things, 
mechanical engineering, environmental studies, core courses, a 
variety.”

And the roles overlap. “The position builds on prior experience. 

At Dordt, I served 
as both a professor and as 
head of a new initiative in 
technical education. These 
dual roles have prepared me 
well for the County Engineer 
role by developing my management, budgeting, strategic 
planning, and applied engineering skills. As the leader of a new 
initiative at Dordt, I collaborated extensively with internal and 
external stakeholders to develop new degree programs, evaluate 
feasibility, establish organizational structure, hire key personnel, 
implement course plans, secure external funding, assess 
outcomes, and continually improve processes. As an engineering 
professor, I broadened and deepened my technical knowledge 
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AREA — A Supreme Court decision on Thursday, Jan. 13, 
permitted the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, a 
national health regulatory agency, to enforce a rule requiring 
many Medicare- and Medicaid-certified providers and 
suppliers to vaccinate staff for COVID-19.

The decision impacts the Orange City Area Health System 
and others in the area.

CMS has the statutory authority to impose the vaccination 
rule, according to the court’s decision, to help protect the 
health and safety of persons involved with public health 
programs.

The CMUS issued updated guidance on Saturday, Jan. 15, 
detailing that facilities offering Medicare and Medicaid care 
must demonstrate that staff had their first vaccine doses by 
February 13, and by March 15 demonstrate that staff are fully 
vaccinated in 24 states.

“While we encourage people to get vaccinated and boosted 
as a primary means of reducing the severity of a COVID-19 
infection, we recognize one’s right to choose to be vaccinated 
— even as an employee of Orange City Area Health System,” 
said Marty Guthmiller, chief executive officer of the health 
system.  “As such, we were disappointed in the Supreme 
Court ruling but will be in 100-percent compliance with the 
CMS guidelines as published on January 14, well within the 
prescribed deadlines for doing so.

“Our primary objectives remain caring for others and having 
staff to do so,” said Guthmiller. “We will continue to ‘thread that 
needle’ and provide great care in as safe an environment as 
possible for patients, families and staff alike.”

The supreme court, it its ruling said the health and safety 
conditions and standards are regularly imposed by CMS on 
providers and suppliers, a condition to receive reimbursements 
from the federal health programs. The CMS vaccine mandate, 
in language of the court, “goes further” than what has been 
done in the past to implement infection control, but CMS “has 
never had to address an infection problem of this scale and 
scope before.”

In another January 13 ruling, the Supreme Court ruled that 
OHSA exceeded its authority by requiring employers with 100 
or more employees mandate vaccination or weekly testing.

“The challenges posed by a global pandemic do not 
allow a federal agency to exercise power that Congress has 
not conferred upon it,” according to the court’s ruling. The 
unprecedented circumstances of the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
court ruled, “provide no grounds for limiting the exercise of 
authorities” such as CMS, “a regulatory agency has long been 
recognized to have.
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