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Sports:
Dutch battle for two
one-run victories
See page 6 for more details

Fun and games
at
Dutch
Mart
unlike any other
By SARAH WEBER
Co-Editor

By SARAH WEBER
Co-Editor
ORANGE CITY — Yellowstone National Park experienced a
one-in-500-year flood. Rising temperatures and rapid snow
melt combined with above-average rainfall caused rivers in
Montana, Idaho, and Wyoming to swell, wiping away roads
and bridges in their wake. The north and south entrances
of the park were closed, and more than 10,000 visitors were
forced to evacuate, and others were left behind.
When the Van Kley family, Lee, Abby, Parker, Quinn, Celeste,
and Deacon of Orange City, planned their annual summer
vacation, they had no idea
they would wind up in
the center of a historical
event.
“It was going to
be our first trip to
Yellowstone,” said Abby
Van Kley, adding, “we
had everything planned
out.” She consulted with
friends and relatives who
had visited the area and
planned each day so the
family could experience as
much of the area as they
could.
They left Saturday,
June 11, and spent the
first night in Cody, Wyo.
and took in the rodeo.
Sunday, they arrived at

Yellowstone and spent the day visiting the boiling mud pots
and hiked Canyon Village, leaving through the north entrance.
“I remember Sunday night we were walking by Yellowstone
river, around 5:30 p.m., and we heard rocks sliding but didn’t
think much of it. We decided to leave the park around 6 p.m.
that night,” Abby said. The family made reservations to stay in
Gardiner, Mont., and planned a white water raft in the morning.
“When we woke up Monday morning, we got a text from a
friend back home saying there is no way you are rafting today.”
The family honestly wasn’t completely aware of what was
happening in the park until they were right in the middle of it.
“I remember thinking the water levels looked high, but we
really didn’t know the extent.”
Monday, both entrances to Yellowstone Park closed on the
north and south ends. Mammoth hot springs closed, and the
family was stuck in the town of Gardiner.
“We definitely aren’t used to mountain living, one way
in, one way out. When we found out they both closed, we
decided to stock up on groceries and try to plan for whatever
was coming.”
Abby was overwhelmed by the kindness and hospitality
in Gardiner. “The store was packed; we heard stores went
through their entire summer stock of some products in a
couple of days,” adding, “People weren’t quite sure what to do;
everyone was just trying to prepare quickly.”
Monday, instead of white water rafting, the family hiked
around the town. “There was a video clip of a house that fell
into the river; we watched that all happen; it was unreal.”
Everything was happening fast. Roads and bridges were
wiped out, towns were out of power, and helicopters flew all
around. “Some people were getting flown out by helicopter,”
Abby said. “We also saw helicopters dropping electrical

ORANGE CITY — Dutch Mart will soon offer a new place
for the community to relax and have fun. The south side
of the Dutch Mart building will transform into an outdoor
entertainment space. Owner Jill Mulder explains, “We think it is
a nice little spot and we want to offer a place where people can
take in a long lunch or come and enjoy an evening with us.”
The side of the building will be painted with a custom mural,
lights will be hung and sail cloths put up to create an inviting
space for all to enjoy.
“We are talking to a few people about the possibility of
having food brought in, we hope to offer food truck nights,
and discounts on ice cream and popcorn for visitors,” she said.
“We want it all to develop organically, but we have lots of
ideas. We plan to have corn hole games people can play, and
speakers set up for music, we could do an outside movie, there
are just lots of possibilities for affordable local entertainment.”
Dutch Mart has a large population of drop-in quick service
lunch guests, and the space will create a spot to sit and enjoy
a quick meal. “When it’s complete, it should offer seating for
45-50 guests,” she said.
Mulder anticipates the space will be completed by the
middle of July. They also plan to add a dog run, but that will
come at a later date.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Military service includes service to community
By SHARON VERMEER
Correspondent

Sioux
County

PEOPLE

ORANGE CITY — Hank Jonker was
OF
drafted near the end of the Korean
War. After attending boot camp in
Fort Riley, Kan., he shipped out to Korea. During the two-week
trip, Jonker was assigned to clean mops and cart unprepared
food back and forth. Arriving in Korea, Jonker made his way
to the front lines, where he spent two months. “We were really
close to the end of the war,” Jonker recalled. “I was really glad of
that! Not much happened in that two months. We watched their
patrol, and they watched us. The good thing that came out of
that was that I met a South Korean soldier named Han San Yong.
That guy followed me around like a puppy!” Han San Yong could
not speak English, but Jonker and he could communicate by
gestures. Jonker had a small Bible he kept in his pocket, and Yong
found a Korean version to keep in his pocket. Yong would listen
to him read his Bible and follow him to church.
After two months on the front, Jonker was shipped by train to
Pusan, on the southeast tip of the Korean Peninsula. Pusan was a
port city that supplied the front lines. Guards were always posted
to keep the warehouses and ships from being looted. Jonker
spent the rest of his enlistment transporting guards back and

forth between their posts. On
one of those occasions, Jonker
was driving an army truck full
of soldiers in the back when a
little Korean girl bolted in front
of him. He slammed to a stop
and jumped out to find the
child lying between the front
tires, crying. Jonker cleaned up
the little bit of blood she had
on her and carried her back
to her grateful mother. When
Jonker returned to the truck,
he checked on the guards in
the back, who had been thrown forward when he hit the brakes.
He was shocked when some of them told him he should have
just hit her.
Jonker discovered that his shadow from the front lines, Han
San Yong, had followed him to Pusan and started following him
around there. One of the Jonker’s duties was bringing garbage
from the mess hall to the dump. He realized that a lot of good
food was getting tossed out, and many Korean people were
practically starving. Many of them would dig through the dump
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Orange City
Family Fun Ride
ORANGE CITY —Thursday, June 23 at 6:30 p.m. starting at
Windmill park and will be a leisurely ride fun for the whole
family. The family fun bike ride to will take place to benefit
Sioux County bike trails.
A free-will donations is welcome. Money raised will support
James Bonnema’s Eagle Scout Project.
to construct a kiosk at the trailhead of the mountain bike
trail system in Oak Grove State Park. It will contain information
about the local cycling community and the Sioux County OffRoad Cyclists, the group that is in charge of the Oak Grove trail
system.
Another ride is planned, a group mountain bike ride at 9:00
a.m. on Saturday, June 25 at the trailhead of the Oak Grove
singletrack.

