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UKRANIAN FAMILY SETTLES IN SIOUX
COUNTY THANKS TO LOCAL RESIDENT
By SHARON VERMEER
Correspondent

Back row left to right: Martha Hulshof, Misha Sr., Yuliia, Ivan (17)
In front: Misha Jr. (12), and Bohdan (14)

SIOUX COUNTY — Martha Hulshof had taken
classes through Samaritan’s Purse to take in
Afghan refugees. And then the Ukrainian/Russian
War broke out. Her sister, Maranda Heytsi, and
her family are missionaries in Ukraine and would
soon be in the thick of things. “I knew when the
war broke out that this was what God wanted
me to do,” she explained. “Maranda is over there
doing her part, and I’m here doing mine. That’s
all you can do.” So she contacted her sister to
see if she knew of anyone who wanted to leave.
Maranda’s fellow missionary, Lori Milburn, did
know of someone: the Vinichenko’s. “Samaritan’s
Purse was coming to the end of their funding
for Ukrainian refugees, so we started working
with a US Government program called Uniting
For Ukraine,” Hulshof smiled. “Samaritan’s Purse
would help with finances for traveling, resettling,
and things like that. But they can’t take any more
families. There are a lot of costs involved with
moving refugees.”
Refugees had to meet specific guidelines to
leave Ukraine. First, each family member had
to have a passport already, which meant many
Ukrainians could not get out of the country. Men
between 18-60 are not allowed to leave. Families
with three or more children under 18 are given
priority, or if someone has a disability or is taking
care of elderly family members. The Vinichenko’s
were able to meet two of those conditions.
The Vinichenko’s feel lucky to have gotten out
of Ukraine when they did. Misha Sr. had spent 20
years as a manager of a company that sells athletic
gear (similar to Scheels). He would go in to help
set up new stores. Yuliia had graduated from
University with degrees in biology, psychology,
accounting, and auditing. The three boys are all
musical, with Ivan playing five instruments and
Bohdon two. Misha Junior was a national ping
pong winner for several years in a row.
When the war started on February 24, Yulia
was in the hospital with Ivan, who had back
problems. Misha Sr. was on a business trip to
CONTINUED ON PAGE THREE

Veteran recalls his service with
th
the 185 Air National Guard
By SHARON VERMEER
Correspondent

Sioux
County
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ORANGE CITY — Arlyn Kleinwolterink
has been the Orange City American
Legion Commander since 2007. “We started with 235 members,”
he said soberly. “We’re down to 90 now. We’ve done a lot of
military funerals.”
The veteran has his own military story to tell. Kleinwolterink
enlisted at age 21 in the Air National Guard. It was a six-year
obligation. He attended basic training in September of 1963 at
Lackland Air Force Base in San Antonio, Texas, and then transferred
to Amarillo Air Force Base for Jet Engine Mechanic Tech. School.
By March of 1964, he had returned home and started spending
time with the 185th Technical Fighter Group of Sioux City one
weekend a month and two weeks during the summer.
He married Verdell Meester from Parkersburg, on November 5,
1966. She had graduated from Northwestern College and taken a
job at Northwestern State Bank. He was farming with his dad, and
figures she looked at his bank account and figured he needed
help—something she disagrees with.
Then the USS Pueblo, an environmental research ship attached
to Navy intelligence as a spy ship, was attacked and captured by
North Korean forces in the South China Sea on January 23, 1968.

This gave President LBJ the right to increase the troop strength
in Vietnam to 500,000 men, something he had wanted to do.
Almost immediately, the 185th was called to active duty. “From
January to May 13, we worked every day in Sioux City at the Air
Guard,” explained Kleinwolterink. “We could go home at night,
but we were preparing our planes, getting them ready to go
overseas. On May 13, we left with 22 airplanes and approximately
320 pilots and support personnel. We flew to Phu Cat Air Base
in South Vietnam. There were four squadrons of F-100s on that
base. Bud Day had been the Commander of that base the year
before when he got shot down and became a POW.”
Colonel Bud Day was born in Sioux City. Besides being the
CONTINUED ON PAGE EIGHT
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Sports:
Northwestern coach Named
“Coach of Character”
See page 4 for more details

Hospers groundbreaking
ceremony
HOSPERS — Siouxland Habitat for Humanity broke ground
on the first ever home in Hospers. The community joined
members of Habitat for Humanity on Thursday, July 21 and
celebrated the new home at 111 Sunrise Drive. The space was
dedicated to the work and the glory to God for making all
possible!
The Barranco Family has been selected for this home and
they are incredibly excited and grateful for the opportunity to
partner with Siouxland Habitat for Humanity.
“We are very excited to be building in Hospers for the first
time,” said Siouxland Habitat for Humanity Executive Director
Anne Holmes. “There has already been tremendous support
from the city and several local organizations and we know the
Barranco family will be joining a wonderful and welcoming
community!”
“This truly is a community build, so we invite everyone to join
us in praising God for making this possible and asking for His
blessing on what is ahead for this home and this family. We are
grateful to the Hospers community for welcoming us and we
want you to be involved as much as possible,” said Kurt Franje,
Habitat’s Sioux County Director.
Everyone is welcome to attend the groundbreaking event!
Construction will begin on this home in early August. If you
want to be a part of this community project, we have lots of
ways to get involved! Volunteers of any skill level are welcome.
Donations of construction materials or financial contributions
are sincerely appreciated. If you would like to volunteer or
donate, or have questions about the project, please contact
Kurt Franje, 641-780-9054 or kfranje@siouxlandhabitat.org.

