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Sports: 

Knights fare well in 
own tourney

See page 8 for more details

By SHARON VERMEER
Correspondent

ORANGE CITY — When 
Paul Dekker was eighteen and 
graduating high school, he decided 
to get ahead of the draft by volunteering for the National Guard. 
He participated in monthly drills and practices for a year and a 
half and decided it wasn’t too bad. He decided to volunteer for 
the regular army for a three-year term. He laughed, “I could pick 
my military job, and I wanted to be a Greasy-fingered Gasket 
Gangster…a mechanic. That’s what they called us in Korea.”

“I didn’t want to go to college: it wasn’t my thing,” he continued. 
“I wanted to go to mechanic school, and they would teach me. I 
got sent to Fort Chaffee, Arkansas, for basic training in October 
of 1955. It wasn’t too bad because I’d been in the Guard already, 
so I knew what to expect. Then they sent me to Fort Benning, 
Georgia, for Mechanic School. I was a Wheeled Vehicle Mechanic.”

Following school, Dekker was sent to work at Fort Totten, N.Y. 
They called him into the office when they found out he was a 
farm boy from Iowa. “You really from Iowa?” “Yes.” “You really a 
farm boy?” “Yes.” “You take that wrecker parked out front. That’s 
yours from now on.” Dekker was sent to pick up vehicles from 
then on. “I would follow the convoys when they went out for anti-
aircraft training,” he explained. “If something broke down, I either 
fixed it or towed it back. I did that for five months. They liked Iowa 
farm boys! Once they heard that, they didn’t have to worry: they’d 
just say, ‘figure it out, farm boy!’”

At the end of the five months, Dekker was given a chance to go 

overseas. He chose to go to Germany. Instead, he was shipped to 
Japan.

In October of 1956, the trip to Osaka took thirty days on a troop 
ship. They went first to Alaska and then to Japan, leaving Fort 
Lewis in Washington state. It was not a good trip for Dekker: he 
was seasick for most of it. The troops, not seasick, spent the time 
scraping off paint and repainting the boat. In Osaka, he continued 
as a Wrecker Operator, driving, as he put it, on the wrong side of 
the road. They worked out of a maintenance building that had 
been bombed out in World War II. It was patched just enough to 
keep them out of the weather.

While there, he made friends with another mechanic. His friend 
had been in the Navy for twenty years and then got out. He 
decided to try another military branch at loose ends, so he joined 
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Iowa 'farm boy' shares his military experience

The Pride of the Dutchmen 
step up in competition

WAUKEE — This past Saturday, Sept. 24 the Pride of the 
Dutchmen Marching band from MOC-Floyd Valley High 
School in Orange City, competed at the Bands of America 
Iowa Regional held at Northwest High School in Waukee, 
Iowa. The band performed at 3:30 p.m. in preliminary 
performance and was crowned Class A Regional Champion 
and earned Outstanding Music Performance and Outstanding 
General Effect in Class A. The band earned a top seven finalist 
performing slot, performed at 8:45 p.m. The band finished as 
the sixth place regional finalist out of 14 bands from Iowa, 
Nebraska, Illinois, Minnesota, South Dakota, and Kansas. The 
band is the highest placing Class A Band from Iowa in Bands 
of America history.

  This was the first-ever performance by the MOC-Floyd 
Valley High School Band at a Bands of America event. “We 
have been preparing since August 1 with band camp for this 
appearance at the Bands of America Iowa Regional and the 
students’ performances were outstanding!” said Dan Mangold, 
co-director of the band. “We are so proud of the effort they put 
forth for both prelims and finals performance! This was a truly-
historic moment for the band and we are proud to represent 
our communities at a national level event like this.”

 Bands of America competitions are classed by high school 
enrollment grade 10-12 with Class A being 600 or fewer. “We 
were in finals competition with schools much larger than us, 
sometimes as much as three to four to five times as many 
students in their high schools, and what is cool is that the 
students rose to the occasion and delivered performances that 
earned them their 6th place spot!” explained Mangold.

  On Saturday, Oct. 1 the band will compete at Festival of 
Bands in Sioux Falls, S.D. The bands preliminary performance 
is at 1:00 p.m. in Class AAA. The top 10 scoring bands in prelims 
will be performing in evening finals which begin at 6:45 p.m.

  The MOC-Floyd Valley High School band is under the 
direction of Dan Mangold and Matt Honken with assistance 
by Drew Lemke, student teacher Michael Hornback, guard 
director Natalie Schouten, percussion director Andy Baldwin, 
front ensemble tech Luke Andres, guard tech Katelyn Reuvers, 
percussion instructor Chris Sikkema, hornline techs Dr. Allegra 
Fisher, Clare Struck, Austin Dixon, and Rolyn Beaird.

celebrates 40 years
By SARAH WEBER
Co-Editor

ORANGE CITY — CIVCO Radiotherapy, an Orange City-
based medical device manufacturing company, will celebrate 
40 years in business on Thursday, Sept. 29, with a founder’s 
day celebration. 

CIVCO Radiotherapy has pioneered innovation as an 
industry leader for nearly 40 years. Founded as Med-Tec 
LLC in 1982 by Paul Korver, the corporation multiplied, from 
general machining for medical physicists to developing, 
manufacturing, and distributing products for accurately 
positioning and immobilizing radiation therapy patients.

In 2005 Med-Tec was purchased by Roper Technologies 
and began operating as CIVCO Radiotherapy. In October 
2021 the company was acquired by Blue Wolf Capital LLC. 
CIVCO Radiotherapy’s ongoing mission continues to improve 
outcomes for patients and healthcare providers worldwide 

by providing high-quality, innovative, patient-centric 
radiotherapy solutions.

CIVCO RT employs over 115 people, with U.S. offices in 
Orange City and Coralville. CIVCO RT is an international 
company with offices based in the United Kingdom, Italy, 
and Singapore, shipping products to locations in 80 countries 
worldwide. 

“For the past 40 years, we have been focused on improving 
cancer patient outcomes globally. Providing solutions to 
help correctly position patients in a comfortable way during 
radiotherapy treatment is our main goal. It’s important for 
patients to remain still to maximize their treatment to the 
disease site and protect their healthy organs,” said Shelli 
Locklear, senior marketing manager.

A tree dedication of remembrance to honor the work of 
Paul Korver will take place and will begin at 4:30 p.m. at CIVCO 
RT. An employee open house will also take place on Sept. 29. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO

Award winners
The Pride of the Dutchmen took sixth overall at the Bands of America 
competition, in Waukee. This was the first time the band performed 
at that level of competition. Pictured left to right: Michael Hornback, 
Dan Mangold, Amanda Hulstein, Biyanca Dokter, and Matt Honken. 
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