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By SHARON VERMEER
Correspondent
SIOUX COUNTY — You have probably seen the pictures;
hundreds or thousands of Christmas wreaths laid next to
veterans’ tombstones. It’s a moving tribute to those who
served by those who want to remember. In Maurice, the
Reformed Church sponsors wreaths for its veterans buried
in the Sherman Township Cemetery. Fifty-nine names are
posted, with veterans who served in World Wars I and II,
Korea, Vietnam, and during peacetime. Descendants, friends,
or someone who wants to honor a veteran can sign up to
ensure every vet in the cemetery is honored.
Wreaths Across America was started in 1992 by Morrill
Worcester, owner of the Worcester Wreath Company. That
year, the company discovered they had made too many
wreaths. Worcester had visited Arlington National Cemetery
as a 12-year-old paper boy, and the experience made a deep
impression. With the help of Maine Senator Olympia Snowe,
arrangements were made for wreath placement at Arlington
in one of the older sections that did not receive many visitors.
Many other individuals and organizations stepped up to help.
A trucking company provided transportation. Volunteers
from the local American Legion and VFW Posts gathered with
the community to decorate each wreath with hand-tied red

bows. Members of the Maine State Society of Washington
D.C. helped organize the wreath-laying, which included a
special ceremony at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.
In 2005, a photo of all the wreaths on the tombstones
hit the internet, and the nation got involved. As a result,
in 2007, Wreaths Across America was formed. In 2014, the
organization and its national network of volunteers laid over
700,000 wreaths at 1,000 locations in the United States and
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Houston Hartwig

Jimmy John’s is
coming to Orange City
By SARAH WEBER
Co-Editor

Photo by Gretchen Vande Poppe

Documentary brings awareness
to affordable housing need
By SARAH WEBER
Co-Editor

SIOUX COUNTY — Homelessness brings to mind many images,
but what does homelessness look like in Sioux County? This is an
issue a group of individuals are shedding light on.
On Thursday, Nov. 17, The Truth Behind Our “Neighbors”
Door documentary will be shown at Trinity Reformed Church at
7:30 p.m.
Spearheading this initiative is Sara Nessa. “This came from so
many intentional conversations. What I have come to call couch
conversations, hearing story after story of people who work hard
but can’t afford rent or their living conditions are terrible, families
enduring so many obstacles.”
Nessa has spent the last several years entering into many
intentional conversations, both with residents and leaders in the
community, attempting to address this issue.
Val Stokes' Community Systems course at Northwestern
College has senior students exploring to help market for a senior
project. Many groups come and present in the class, and students
choose which they want to promote.
Amber Theis, Ruth Chalstrom, and Kara Richard were moved
by Nessa’s presentation and chose it to be the feature of their
senior project. The three created the documentary that will be
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ORANGE CITY — Jimmy John’s will open another Northwest
Iowa location in Orange City, thanks to franchise owner
Houston Hartwig.
Hartwig grew up in the franchise business. “My parents
owned several Hardee’s franchises, and for 20 years, I worked
in quick service,” he said.
But something about Jimmy John’s was different. “I
remember walking into a Jimmy John’s and immediately
noticing the atmosphere was different; employees were
smiling, high-fiving, and fun music was going. I asked the sales
lady for a recommendation, and she said a number nine, and
I loved it. It is a great sandwich. Hartwig saw a number on the
wall about franchise opportunities and looked into it.
“It was honestly a long process, lots to go through. And the
only opportunity for a franchise opportunity in Iowa was Storm
Lake.” Hartwig took it but had the ultimate goal of bringing the
franchise to Northwest Iowa.
Hartwig’s Storm Lake location became one of the top
operating stores and drew attention from the founder. “In 2018,
Jimmy wanted to fly out and personally visit top operating
stores and see what they were doing and how he could help
them continue to succeed,” Hartwig said. It was a unique
experience. “Jimmy has a big personality but is very down to
earth. He jumped right in, said we were doing a great job, and
then hopped on the slicer, baked bread, and worked alongside
us.” After the visit, Jimmy asked Hartwig what he could do to
help him, and that is when he mentioned Northwest Iowa. “I
wanted to bring a franchise here, but previously the market
had been too small to be considered for a franchise.” Jimmy
made a call, and real estate opened up the area to make a
franchise possible for Hartwig. He owns stores in Storm Lake,
Sioux Center, Sheldon, and now Orange City. An additional
location will be added in Brandon, S.D., in 2023.
“I think we offer something not often found in small towns.
We handle busy better than the competition; when other
CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO

